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(57) ABSTRACT

An intermittent feeding mechanism applied in the automatic
document feeder (ADF) of a business machine. By design of
integrating components, manufacturing costs and assembly
work can be reduced efficiently, thus associated costs can be
further reduced. Besides, the built-in design of the present
disclosure can reduce the installation space and facilitate the
miniaturization of a business machine.
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1
INTERMITTENT DRIVE FEEDING
MECHANISM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of Taiwan Patent Appli-
cation No. 103112897, filed on Apr. 8, 2014, in the Taiwan
Intellectual Property Office, the disclosure of which is incor-
porated herein in its entirety by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present disclosure relates to an intermittent feeding
mechanism, in particular, to an intermittent feeding mecha-
nism applied in an automatic document feeder of the business
machine, and the important components of the intermittent
feeding mechanism are integrated to decrease manufacturing
cost and assembly working hour efficiently, so as to save
associated cost.

2. Description of the Related Art

As science and technology improve, a scanner capable of
digitizing the physical document becomes a necessary appa-
ratus in office. The scanner having an automatic document
feeder can feed multiple sheets one by one automatically so
that the scanning time can be shortened efficiently. However,
when the feeding interval between a first sheet and a second
sheet is not large enough to be recognized by the scanner, the
subsequent processes are easy to be affected. For example,
the two page images of two original sheets may be misjudged
as one page image.

To solve this problem, the prior art discloses using of an
electronic clutch to control the speed difference between the
rollers for generating feeding intervals between sheets. How-
ever, the electronic clutch has large volume and high price, so
it is not easy for miniaturization and decreasing the total cost
of the business machine. Moreover, other prior art discloses
using of an intermittent mechanism to separate sheets. How-
ever, the structure of the intermittent mechanism is too com-
plex with too many components, so its assembly is minute and
complicated and requires more assembly working hour,
resulting in the increasing of the cost.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

To solve the problem in prior art, one of objectives of the
present disclosure is to provide an intermittent feeding
mechanism in which the important components are integrated
to solve the problems of assembly margin or wearing of
component due to many components used in traditional inter-
mittent roller.

Another objective of the present disclosure is to provide an
intermittent feeding mechanism in which the important com-
ponents are integrated to reduce manufacturing cost and
assembly working hour efficiently to save associated cost.

Another objective of the present disclosure is to provide an
intermittent feeding mechanism which applies the built-in
design to make exterior appearance clean, so as to reduce the
installation space to facilitate miniaturization of device.

An exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure pro-
vides an intermittent feeding mechanism which is mounted in
an automatic document feeder. The intermittent feeding
mechanism comprises a driving component, a transmission
component, a roller axle and a separating roller. The trans-
mission component is connected to the driving component.
The roller axle is installed on the structure of the automatic
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document feeder, and one side of the roller axle is connected
to the driving component via the transmission component.
The separating roller comprises a bush, a friction sleeve, a one
way clutch and an intermittent sleeve. The bush is inserted
into the roller axle, and the friction sleeve is mounted at an
outer side of the bush and contacts a plurality of sheets. The
one way clutch is connected to the roller axle to act simulta-
neously, and is mounted inside the intermittent sleeve. The
intermittent sleeve is connected to the bush to drive the bush
to rotate intermittently, so as to deliver the plurality of sheets.

Preferably, the intermittent feeding mechanism further
comprises a friction pad which is disposed above the separat-
ing roller opposite to form a feeding channel to deliver or
separate the plurality of sheets.

Preferably, the one way clutch and the intermittent sleeve
are built-in the bush.

Preferably, the one way clutch and the intermittent sleeve
are integrated.

Preferably, the transmission component comprises a set of
gears or a set of timing belt.

Preferably, material of the friction sleeve comprises metal
material, rubber material or polymer material.

Preferably, an inner surface of the bush is provided with a
rib.

Preferably, the intermittent sleeve is provided with a
prominence to fit a clearance of the rib, so as to drive the bush
to rotate intermittently.

Preferably, another side of the roller axle further comprises
a bearing, which is mounted on the structure of the automatic
document feeder, for maintaining the intermittent feeding
mechanism operating smoothly.

The main objective of the present disclosure is to provide
an intermittent feeding mechanism which has the following
advantages.

First, the stock cost of the intermittent feeding mechanism
can be reduced. The components of the intermittent feeding
mechanism of the present disclosure are integrated to reduce
the amount of the associated components, so as to decrease
manufacturing cost and stock cost of these components.

Second, the assembly work can be shortened. As the num-
ber of components is reduced, the assembly working proce-
dure can be simplified to shorten working hours.

Thirdly, the generation of noise can be reduced. The com-
ponents of the intermittent feeding mechanism are integrated
to reduce number of the components, so the probability of
generating noise while the components are operated can be
decreased.

Fourthly, the wearing of the component can be reduced.
The wearing between the components with different materi-
als during operation can be prevented, so as to extend ages of
the components.

Fifthly, the structure is designed built-in. The important
components are assembled inside the separating roller, so that
the installation space can be decreased to facilitate miniatur-
ization of the device.

The above and other features and advantages of the
example embodiments will become more apparent by
describing in detail preferred embodiments thereof with ref-
erence to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The detailed structure, operating principle and effects of
the present invention will now be described in more details
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings that
show various embodiments of the invention as follows.
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FIG. 1 is an assembly view of an intermittent feeding
mechanism according to the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of a separating
roller of the intermittent feeding mechanism according to the
present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is an assembly view of the separating roller of the
intermittent feeding mechanism according to the present dis-
closure.

FIG. 4 is a first operational schematic view of the separat-
ing roller of the intermittent feeding mechanism according to
the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a second operational schematic view of the sepa-
rating roller of the intermittent feeding mechanism according
to the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Reference will now be made in detail to the exemplary
embodiments of the present disclosure, examples of which
are illustrated in the accompanying drawings. Therefore, it is
to be understood that the foregoing is illustrative of exem-
plary embodiments and is not to be construed as limited to the
specific embodiments disclosed, and that modifications to the
disclosed exemplary embodiments, as well as other exem-
plary embodiments, are intended to be included within the
scope of the appended claims. These embodiments are pro-
vided so that this disclosure will be thorough and complete,
and will fully convey the inventive concept to those skilled in
the art. The relative proportions and ratios of elements in the
drawings may be exaggerated or diminished in size for the
sake of clarity and convenience in the drawings, and such
arbitrary proportions are only illustrative and not limiting in
any way. The same reference numbers are used in the draw-
ings and the description to refer to the same or like parts.

It will be understood that, although the terms “first’, ‘sec-
ond’, ‘third’, etc., may be used herein to describe various
elements, these elements should not be limited by these
terms. The terms are used only for the purpose of distinguish-
ing one component from another component. Thus, a first
element discussed below could be termed a second element
without departing from the teachings of embodiments. As
used herein, the term “or” includes any and all combinations
of one or more of the associated listed items.

Please refer to FIG. 1 to FIG. 3. The intermittent feeding
mechanism 1 according to the present disclosure is mounted
in an automatic document feeder of a business machine. The
intermittent feeding mechanism 1 comprises a driving com-
ponent 10, a transmission component 20, a roller axle 30 and
a separating roller 40. The driving component 10 is a power
driving mechanism to provide a driving power. The transmis-
sion component 20 is connected to the driving component 10
to drive the roller axle 30 to rotate. The transmission compo-
nent 20 can be a set of gears or a set of timing belt, to provide
stable rotating speed. The roller axle 30 is installed on the
structure of the automatic document feeder, and one side of
the roller axle 30 is connected to the driving component 10 via
the transmission component 20.

The separating roller 40 comprises a bush 41, a friction
sleeve 42, a one way clutch 43 and an intermittent sleeve 44.
The bush 41 is inserted into the roller axle 30. The friction
sleeve 42 is mounted at an outer side of the bush 41 and
contacts a plurality of sheets S. The one way clutch 43 is
connected to the roller axle 30 and acts with the roller axle 30
simultaneously. The one way clutch 43 is mounted inside the
intermittent sleeve 44. The intermittent sleeve 44 is connected
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to the bush 41 to drive intermittent rotation of the bush 41, so
as to deliver the plurality of sheets S.

Another side of the roller axle 30 further comprises a
bearing 50. The bearing 50 is mounted on the structure of the
automatic document feeder to maintain smooth operation of
the intermittent feeding mechanism 1. The material of the
friction sleeve 42 comprises metal material, rubber material
or polymer material. The sheet S comprises paper, card or
slide, but the present disclosure is not limited.

In implementation, the one way clutch 43 is an assembly
just operating unidirectionally. While rotating at reversing
direction, the internal component and the external component
of'the one way clutch 43 are separated to enable free rotation
of the internal component and non-rotation of the external
component. The one way clutch 43 and the intermittent sleeve
44 are fitted with each other, or are integrated. The one way
clutch 43 and the intermittent sleeve 44 can be built-in inside
the bush 41, so as to save the installation space to facilitate
miniaturization of the business machine.

Please refer to F1G. 4, which is a first operational schematic
view of a separating roller in accordance with the present
disclosure. The intermittent feeding mechanism 1 further
comprises a friction pad 60. The friction pad 60 is disposed
above the separating roller 40 opposite to form a feeding
channel to deliver the plurality of sheets S. The inner surface
of the bush 41 is provided with a rib 411. The rib 411 is
embedded on the bush 41 or directly formed by extending
from the inner surface of the bush 41. The intermittent sleeve
44 can be provided with a prominence 441 which is clearance
fit with the rib 411 to drive the bush 41 to operate intermit-
tently.

For example, when the roller axle 30 rotates along the
second direction R2, the one way clutch 43 can just rotate
unidirectionally, so the roller axle 30 just drives the internal
component of the one way clutch 43 to rotate but not drive the
intermittent sleeve 44 to rotate simultaneously. Therefore, the
sheet S stops in front of the feeding channel due to loss of the
driving power.

Please refer to FIG. 5, which is a second operational sche-
matic view of the separating roller in accordance with the
present disclosure. When the roller axle 30 rotates along the
first direction R1, the one way clutch 43 drives the intermit-
tent sleeve 44 to rotate simultaneously. In this case, the promi-
nence 441 of the intermittent sleeve 44 pushes the rib 411 of
the bush 41 to drive the bush 41 to rotate simultaneously.
Therefore, the sheet S is driven by the friction pad 60 and the
friction sleeve 42 to move toward the feeding side. Moreover,
the feeding side of the intermittent feeding mechanism 1 is
further provided with a delivering roller 70 to assist the move-
ment of the sheet S.

In implementation, a delivering speed V2 generated by the
contact surface of the delivering roller 70 can be set as a
constant, and the feeding speed V1 of the separating roller 40
varies upon the operating status, so that the sheets S can be
separated according to the difference between the feeding
speed V1 and the delivering speed V2.

For further illustration, when the sheet S enters the feeding
channel but does not contact the delivering roller 70, the
prominence 441 of the intermittent sleeve 44 touches and
pushes the rib 411 of the bush 41 continuously by the sepa-
rating roller 40, to drive the separating roller 40 to rotate
simultaneously. The feeding speed V1 corresponds to the
rotating speed of the roller axle 30.

However, when the sheet S moves toward the feeding side
continuously and contacts the delivering roller 70, the sheet S
moves toward the feeding side in delivering speed V2 corre-
spondingly and the speed of the friction sleeve 42 and the
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bush 41 are increased simultaneously resulting from the
delivering speed V2 of the delivering roller 70 which is faster
than the feeding speed V1 of the roller axle 30 a little. There-
fore, the rib 411 of the bush 41 can depart from effect of the
prominence 441 of the intermittent sleeve 44, and the distance
between the rib 411 and the prominence 441 increases gradu-
ally.

Moreover, when the sheet S is separated from the separat-
ing roller 40 completely, the friction sleeve 42 and the bush 41
stop due to loss of the driving force, causing the roller axle 30
rotating continuously to drive the prominence 441 of the
intermittent sleeve 44 to contact the rib 411 of the bush 41
again for next operation. Therefore, the objective of intermit-
tent separation can be achieved.

The present disclosure utilizes the one way clutch and
design of intermittent speed difference bringing about the
advantages of reduced amount of components and simple
molding and function work. Compared with the prior art, the
present disclosure further has the advantages in cost and
assembly work.

The above-mentioned descriptions represent merely the
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure, without any
intention to limit the scope of the present disclosure thereto.
Various equivalent changes, alternations or modifications
based on the claims of present disclosure are all consequently
viewed as being embraced by the scope of the present disclo-
sure.

What is claimed is:

1. An intermittent feeding mechanism, mounted in an auto-
matic document feeder, and the intermittent feeding mecha-
nism comprising:

a driving component;

a transmission component, connected to the driving com-

ponent;

aroller axle, installed on a structure of the automatic docu-

ment feeder, and one side of the roller axle connected to
the driving component via the transmission component;
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a separating roller, comprising a bush, a friction sleeve, an
one way clutch and an intermittent sleeve;
a friction pad, disposed above the separating roller to form
a feeding channel to deliver a plurality of sheets; and
a delivering roller, disposed on the feeding channel and
next to the separating roller, and rotating in the same
direction of the roller axle, wherein a delivering speed of
the delivering roller is faster than a feeding speed of the
roller axle,
wherein the roller axle is inserted into the bush, the friction
sleeve is mounted at an outer side of the bush and con-
tacts the plurality of sheets, the one way clutch is con-
nected to the roller axle for moving together therewith,
the one way clutch is mounted inside the intermittent
sleeve, and the intermittent sleeve has a clearance fit
with the bush, an inner surface of the bush is provided
with a rib, the intermittent sleeve is provided with a
prominence to periodically engage the rib to drive the
bush to rotate intermittently, so as to deliver the plurality
of sheets.
2. The intermittent feeding mechanism according to claim
1, wherein the one way clutch and the intermittent sleeve are
disposed inside the bush.
3. The intermittent feeding mechanism according to claim
1, wherein the one way clutch and the intermittent sleeve are
integrated.
4. The intermittent feeding mechanism according to claim
1, wherein the transmission component comprises a set of
gears.
5. The intermittent feeding mechanism according to claim
1, wherein the material of the friction sleeve comprises metal
material, rubber material or polymer material.
6. The intermittent feeding mechanism according to claim
1, wherein another side of the roller axle further comprises a
bearing, the bearing is mounted on the structure of the auto-
matic document feeder to maintain the intermittent feeding
mechanism to operate smoothly.
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